
INFORMATION ON 
INTERNATIONAL DRIVING 
PERMIT REQUIREMENTS 
Introduction: Driving Abroad—Are You 
Prepared? 
Traveling internationally and planning to rent a car can be exciting — especially if you’re heading to a destination like the UAE where 
road trips are as thrilling as the cities themselves. But before you get behind the wheel, there's a crucial document that many 
travelers overlook: the International Driving Permit (IDP). 

This blog breaks down everything you need to know about the requirements for an International Driving Permit, why it matters, and 
how it connects to smooth travel experiences — particularly if you're renting a vehicle from a reliable car rental agency in Dubai like 
Lavish Cars. 

What is an International Driving Permit 
(IDP)? 
An International Driving Permit is an official, multi-language translation of your national driving license. It allows you to drive legally 
in foreign countries that recognize the document, including the United Arab Emirates (UAE). It is not a standalone license — you 
must carry your original license alongside the IDP. 

Many car rental services, especially premium ones like Lavish Cars, require you to show an IDP if your home license is not in English 
or Arabic. 

Why an IDP is Important for Renting a Car in 
the UAE 
Dubai’s roads are modern, well-marked, and perfect for exploration. But if you’re not a UAE resident, driving legally means 
presenting the correct documentation. 

Here’s why the IDP matters: 

●​ Legal Compliance: The UAE requires tourists from many countries to carry an IDP. 

●​ Car Rental Eligibility: Most car rental in Dubai providers will refuse service if you lack an IDP and your license isn’t from 
an approved country. 

●​ Insurance Validity: Your rental insurance may be void if you don’t have a valid IDP when required. 

●​ Avoiding Fines and Penalties: Driving without valid documentation could result in hefty fines or legal issues in the 
UAE. 

Who Needs an IDP in the UAE? 
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Whether you need an IDP depends on the country your license was issued in. 

No IDP Required If You Have a License From: 

●​ GCC countries (Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Kuwait, etc.) 

●​ USA 

●​ UK 

●​ Canada 

●​ EU countries 

●​ Australia 

●​ Japan 

●​ South Korea 

Even though IDPs aren’t mandatory for these licenses, some rental agencies — including luxury-focused ones like Lavish Cars — 
may still request one for verification purposes. 

IDP Required If Your License Is: 

●​ Not in English or Arabic 

●​ From a non-recognized country 

●​ An international learner’s or provisional license 

If you're unsure, it's always safer to get an IDP from your home country before you travel. 

How to Obtain an International Driving 
Permit 
Getting an IDP is generally straightforward and inexpensive. Here’s how: 

Steps to Apply: 

1.     Check Eligibility: You must have a valid national driver’s license. 

2.     Apply Through a Recognized Authority: This is usually your national automobile association. 

3.     Provide Required Documents: 

o​ Completed application form 

o​ Photocopy of your valid driver’s license 

o​ Passport-size photos 

o​ Application fee 

Processing Time: 

●​ Typically, 1–5 business days. 



●​ Some services offer expedited delivery. 

How Long is an IDP Valid? 
An IDP is usually valid for one year from the date of issue. This makes it ideal for tourists and short-term visitors — especially those 
planning to rent luxury or exotic vehicles from services like Lavish Cars, known for their premium cars rental in Dubai options. 

Travel Tips When Renting with an IDP 
To ensure your trip goes smoothly, follow these tips: 

●​ Keep Your IDP and Native License Together: Both are required. 

●​ Check Your Rental Company’s Requirements: Some may ask for additional documents like passports or visas. 

●​ Review Your Insurance: Confirm that it covers drivers with IDPs. 

●​ Follow Local Traffic Rules: Even with valid documentation, violations can lead to fines or impoundment. 

The best car rental in Dubai services often provide assistance and guidelines about local driving laws and IDP requirements, 
especially for international tourists. 

Conclusion: Stay Ready, Stay Legal 
If you’re traveling to the UAE and plan to rent a car, an International Driving Permit may be more than just a good idea — it might 
be essential. From enabling you to legally drive to ensuring your rental insurance remains valid, the IDP acts as your golden ticket 
to exploring with freedom and confidence. 

Whether you’re renting a luxury SUV, a stylish sedan, or a supercar, companies like Lavish Cars streamline the process — as long as 
you come prepared with the right documentation. 
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