Understanding the Role and
Relevance of Medical Marijuana in
Australia

Medical Marijuana

In Australia

With

Australia has also joined the bandwagon of countries that allow the use of medical marijuana in
Australia, commonly referred to as medicinal cannabis. As a treatment that can help patients
with chronic diseases and dramatically improve their quality of life, medical marijuana is a ray of
hope for those who have not responded well to traditional medications. CanMed is a reputable
healthcare service provider where patients are offered all the necessary assistance in terms of
medical marijuana use and management.

What is Medical Marijuana?

Medical marijuana is the utilization of cannabis and its derivatives for medicinal purposes,
including the use of CBD (Cannabidiol) and THC (Tetrahydrocannabinol). While recreational
cannabis is grown and manufactured for the general population to consume for fun, medical
marijuana is grown and processed to meet certain standards to help patients with certain
medical conditions.
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The Importance of Medical Marijuana in Today’s
Healthcare

In Australia, medical marijuana has been authorized for medicinal use since 2016. It is primarily
prescribed to manage conditions such as:

e Chronic Pain: A key area where medical cannabis offers relief without the addictive
risks of opioids.
Epilepsy: Particularly in cases of drug-resistant seizures.
Cancer Symptoms: Including pain, nausea, and loss of appetite caused by
chemotherapy.

e Mental Health Disorders: Such as anxiety and PTSD (under specific guidance).

The growing acceptance of medical marijuana underscores its importance in providing
alternative treatments where traditional therapies may fall short.

Medical Marijuana vs. Drug Marijuana

Understanding the distinction between medical and drug marijuana is crucial:

e Medical Marijuana: Refers to regulated cannabis products with controlled levels
of CBD and THC, used for treating specific medical conditions.

e Drug Marijuana: Typically refers to unregulated cannabis used recreationally,
often with higher THC concentrations and without medical oversight.

The controlled environment for medical marijuana promises patient safety, reducing the
risks associated with unregulated use.

Qualifications Healthcare Providers Need to
Prescribe Medical Marijuana in Australia

In Australia, only healthcare providers who meet specific criteria can prescribe medical
marijuana. These include:

1. Registration with the Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency (AHPRA).



2. Completion of training in prescribing cannabis-based treatments.
3. Authority under the Special Access Scheme (SAS) or Authorised Prescriber
Scheme, administered by the Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA).

These requirements make sure that prescriptions are made responsibly, considering the
patient’s condition and medical history.

Potential Side Effects and Risks of Medical
Marijuana

While medical marijuana offers numerous benefits, it is not without potential risks:

Short-Term Side Effects: Drowsiness, dry mouth, and dizziness.
Long-Term Risks: Dependence in rare cases, especially with high-THC
treatments.

e Interactions: Potential interference with other medications.

Patients must consult qualified healthcare providers to mitigate these risks and receive
particular advice.

Why Choose CanMed for Medical Marijuana in
Australia?

CanMed stands out as a trusted partner in the journey to improved health through
medical marijuana in Australia. Here's why:

1. Comprehensive Prescribing and Compounding Services
At CanMed, patients benefit from integrated solutions, including prescribing and
compounding services. The custom compounding chemist creates
personalized treatments, guaranteeing every patient’s unique needs are met.

2. Expert Guidance
CanMed’s experienced team promises a simple process, from consultation to
treatment. They provide clarity on dealing with the unclear legal and medical
landscape surrounding medicinal cannabis.
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3. Contemporary Care
By combining modern technology and innovative healthcare practices, CanMed
offers a simple experience underpinned by precision and care.

The Process at CanMed: From Consultation to
Care

1. Consultation

The patient’s first step is to undergo an assessment to determine their health status, medical
history, and other aspects of their life. This makes it possible to have a proper treatment plan.

2. Prescription

After being considered qualified, a prescription is written under strict legal requirements to
guarantee the patient access to quality, legal marijuana.

3. Compounding and Maintenance

CanMed’s compounding services can develop specific cannabis-based medication and then
provide further care to ensure the best results.

The Future of Medical Marijuana in Australia

As research continues, medical marijuana's potential applications are expanding. Future trends
include:

e Enhanced Accessibility: Due to the enhancement of the regulations governing the use
of medicinal cannabis, the process of acquiring the substance has been made easier
and more efficient for patients.

e Advanced Formulations: This is because scientists and researchers are focusing on
developing better and more efficient cannabis-based drugs for various ailments, thus
improving the efficiency of healthcare services.

e Integration of Technology: Modern technologies in the field of digital technology are
being adopted in the medical field to monitor patients who use medicinal cannabis in real
time. This allows the healthcare providers to quickly and effectively adjust the dosage for
each patient as required.




Choose CanMed for Your Medical Marijuana
Journey

In summary, medical marijuana in Australia offers a positive answer for patients seeking
alternative therapies for chronic conditions. With its expertise in prescribing and compounding,
CanMed provides unmatched support, making it a safe and effective journey toward better
health.

Start your journey today with CanMed—your trusted partner in innovative healthcare solutions.
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